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LEFT-RIGHT: Pepetua Reuben, Jahcinta Kris, Jon Sibley, Valene Maloney & Malanee Tanner graduated from 
Palm Island TAFE last week with three diplomas and two certificates in Early Childhood – well done!

Congratulations to all our Congratulations to all our 
2022 graduates!!!2022 graduates!!!

Schools and parents across the state have farewelled graduating Year 12 
students on their last day of school, wishing them all the best for the future.
TAFE and university 

students have also been 

celebrating. 

A recent survey shows that 

future is brighter than ever, 

with their predecessors, the 

Class of 2021, recording a 

major increase in engagement 

in education, training and 

employment after graduating.

Education Minister Grace 

Grace said the 2022 

Next Step survey showed 

graduates from the North 

were kicking goals.

“In Townsville, total 

engagement in education, 

training and employment for 

the most recent graduates 

has risen to 89% in 2022 from 

85.7% in 2019,” Ms Grace 

said.

“This year’s graduating Year 

12 students can celebrate 

their success knowing a bright 

future of good jobs and a 

great lifestyle lies ahead of 

them.”

Member for Townsville 

Scott Stewart said the 

survey results show the 

Government’s plan for 

economic recovery from 

COVID-19 was ensuring 

students from the North had 

a strong pathway to their 

future careers.

“The 2022 Next Step survey 

shows us that young people 

in North Queensland have 

been highly resilient in their 

learning during the pandemic, 

and they’re now in a position 

to prosper in life after 

school,” Mr Stewart said.
SEND US YOUR GRADUATION PICS BY NEXT THURSDAY TO BE INCLUDED IN A SPECIAL 

EDITION OF THE PALM ISLAND VOICE FOR OUR LAST ISSUE OF THE YEAR!



The Palm Island Voice is published by the Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council and is free and online @ www.chowes.com.au

In the picture, with the Council’s new ‘Ditch Witch’ is: Water and Sewer Manager Micah Geia; 
Reform Coordinator - Water and Waste Steve Martin; Plant Operator Lloyd (Tom) Morgan; Treatment 
Plant Operator Brent Sibley; Treatment Plant Operator David Geia; and, Plant Operator Isaac Geia.

Our Water & Waste team: Our Water & Waste team: 
working hard for their working hard for their 
communitycommunity

The Open Space team, led by 
Supervisor Lenin Yassari is working 
here with labourer Billo Wotton and 
getting expert advice from colleagues 
Steve Martin and Lex Wotton, from 
the Water & Sewer team, and Garry 
and Valentine Fulford, from the Civil 
team - a good example of cross Council 
collaboration.  
Their work was part of Island-wide stormwater 

management and maintenance to remove debris 
and rubbish to prevent/minimise flooding.
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All-in effort pays off in new barge rampAll-in effort pays off in new barge ramp

 TOP: Everyone working hard on the 
first pour. 

ABOVE: The team is getting through 
the first pour - huge 12 hour day 
to get it all done; and, great team 
work and pleasure to work with 

Vlad and his team from Remote Civil 
Solutions. 

BOTTOM: Fred doing an excellent job 
screeding off the pour for a perfect 
finish  and, Val overseeing the first 

load with Fabian.



Operating Hours for Palm Island Council are Monday–Friday 8am – 5pm
If you have any questions please contact Reception on 4770 1177 or 4770 0200
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council has 5,115 ‘followers’ on Facebook!!!

The Palm Island Voice is published *weekly if we have paid advertising, or otherwise fortnightly 
by the Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council. For advertising rates and/or more information contact 
the Editor on 0419 656 277 or at chowes@westnet.com.au  Members of the Palm Island community 
and local organisations are welcome to submit birthdays, community information, pics, yarns and 
letters to the Editor, Christine Howes. You can also follow us on Facebook! We have 2,843 ‘likes’! 

The Palm Island Voice is free and online at http://www.chowes.com.au

OUR last DEADLINE* (Issue 366) for 2022 
will be Thursday 8 December

for publication on MONDAY 12 December!

Now that’s 
a fish!!! 
Well-caught by 
Kyam Marks on Palm 
Island earlier this 
month.  
Thanks to Charmaine 
Maynee for the pics!


